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Founders Day honors distinguished alumni
BY BARBARA REA

At the annual Founders Day ceremony
to be held Saturday, Nov. 8, in
America's Center, the Alumni Association will present the Distinguished
Alumni Award to six individuals who are
being honored for outstanding contributions to their profession, society and alma
mater.
Recipients are: John Berra (EN '69),
president of Emerson Process Management;
Mel F. Brown (LA '57, LW '61), retired
president and chief executive officer of
Deutsche Financial Services; Hank S.
Klibanoff (LA '71), journalist and author;
Leslie F. Loewe (LA '42), retired chairman
of Angelica Corp.; Sanford Loewentheil
(LA '76), vice chairman of L&M Development Partners; and Cynthia Weese

(AR '62, AR '65), principal of Weese Langley
Weese Architects Ltd.
(This is the second of a two-part story on
Founders Day. The Oct. 30 Record profiled
four faculty members receiving the
Distinguished Faculty Awards as well as the
recipients of the Robert S. Brookings
Awards.)

John Berra
After earning a bachelor's degree in systems
science and engineering in the School of
Engineering in 1969, Berra joined Monsanto
Corp. From there he went to Rosemount
Inc., a move not only physical — he relocated to Minneapolis — but also one that
marked a career shift — he moved into
marketing.
When Rosemount was acquired by
Emerson in 1976, Berra rose through the

ranks, from vice president of marketing to
general manager and finally to president in
1989. Four years later, he was tapped to head
Emerson's new division, Control Systems.
After that, he was appointed as president of
Emerson Process Management, a role he
continues today.
Berra's success owes much to his ability
to anticipate market trends and drive the
development of technologies, standards and
process control strategies to meet future
needs.
He spearheaded the formation of several
industry standards bodies and communications protocols that helped usher in the age
of microprocessor-based plant automation.
That significant contribution helped create
the safe, efficient and profitable performance
of thousands of manufacturing facilities
operating today and helped make Emerson

an industry leader.
These accomplishments were cited in
2002, when Berra received the Instrumentation, Systems and Automation Society
Lifetime Achievement Award, an honor
bestowed upon only 12 others.
Berra and his wife, Charlotte King Berra,
a 1969 graduate in Arts & Sciences, are
members of the University's Danforth
Circle. Their generosity to their alma mater
includes sponsoring four annual engineering scholarships.

Mel F. Brown
Brown's dedication and service to WUSTL is
evident from his long list of leadership
appointments: a member of the Board of
Trustees for four years; executive vice chair
and chair of the Alumni Board of Governors
See Alumni, Page 6

Discovery of genes linked
to lung cancer opens door
to personalized treatment
BY CAROLINE ARBANAS

Trick "aarrrggghhh" treat, matey! Pirate BraydiTodd, 7, leads a group of trick-or-treaters
outside Rubelmann House on the South 40 during the annual Safe Trick-or-Treat Nov. 1. More than
250 children participated in the event, visiting decorated residence halls and getting candy from
students. Along the way, children got to play games, walk through haunted houses, eat snacks
and participate in other activities, extending their Halloween holiday and learning more about the
campus in a relaxed, fun manner.

Wiens heads seismology effort in Antarctica
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

Douglas A. Wiens, Ph.D., professor and chair of
earth and planetary sciences in Arts & Sciences,
will head the seismology research team of an ambitious international effort to map and analyze an unknown part of Antarctica.
The project is called Antarctica's Gamburtsev
Province (AGAP) after the Gamburtsev Subglacial
Mountains, the main feature of the region.
Wiens' WUSTL team includes Patrick Shore,
lecturer and computer specialist in earth and planetary sciences, and graduate students David Heeszel
and Amanda Lough. They will leave in early December to install 26 seismographs on the frozen
surface of central Antarctica.
The team will head to a part of the world that is a
geological mystery. Mountains in this region are
covered with ice 1-2 miles deep, making analysis by
rock samples impossible.

As part of the celebration of International Polar
Year, this international effort will map what lurks
beneath the ice using radar and seismic imaging. Last
year, Wiens and a small group of WUSTL researchers
installed 10 seismographs in the same general region.
The National Science Foundation is funding
Wiens and other American researchers, including
Robin Bell, Ph.D., of the Lamont Doherty Earth
Observatory of Columbia University, who heads the
radar mapping efforts. Penn State University and the
University of Kansas also are sending teams, and
researchers from Great Britain, Australia, Germany,
Japan and China will contribute to the study. Wiens
said his group will be in Antarctica from early
December until Jan. 10.
The combined projects under the AGAP partnership are multinational, multidisciplinary and include
aerogeophysics, traverse programs, passive seismic
experiments and ice core and bedrock drilling. The
See Antarctica, Page 2

Working as part of a multiinstitutional collaboration,
School of Medicine scientists have
assembled the most complete
catalog to date of the genetic
changes underlying the most
common form of lung cancer. The
research, published Oct. 23 in
Nature, helps lay the foundation
for more personalized diagnosis
and treatment of a disease that is
the leading cause of U.S. cancer
deaths.
The research team identified
26 genes that are frequently mutated in a type of cancer called
lung adenocarcinoma, a finding
that more than doubles the number of genes already known to be
linked to the deadly disease. By
casting a wide net in their search
for genetic alterations, the scientists are now beginning to see
intriguing relationships. They
found that some of the same genes
associated with lung tumors also
are defective in other cancers, that
smokers and non-smokers with
lung cancer have distinct genetic
defects and that several molecular
pathways underlie most of the
mutations.
"This genomic approach has
given us a completely different
view of lung cancer," said Richard
K. Wilson, Ph.D., professor of
genetics, director of the Genome
Sequencing Center and one of the
study's lead authors. "This broad
view will allow scientists to more
accurately categorize tumors,
which should speed efforts to
develop more targeted therapies to
fight the disease."
More than 1 million people
worldwide die of lung cancer
each year, including more than
160,000 in the United States.
About 40 percent of them are
adenocarcinoma, a type of nonsmall cell lung cancer that is exceedingly difficult to treat. Only
about 15 percent of patients are

still alive five years after diagnosis.
The study was conducted as
part of the Tumor Sequencing
Project, a collaborative effort to
assemble a genome-wide catalog
of the genetic mutations in lung
adenocarcinoma. Like most can. cers, lung adenocarcinoma arises
from changes that accumulate in
people's DNA over the course of
their lives. However, little is
known about the precise nature of
these genetic alterations, how they
occur and how they disrupt biological pathways to cause cancers
unfettered cell growth.
Working with lung cancer
samples donated by 188 patients
from across the nation, the group
sequenced 623 suspect genes and
compared them with the same
genes in healthy tissues from the
same patients. Initially, they found
more than 1,000 mutations across
the samples. Looking more closely, the researchers identified 26
genes mutated in a significant
number of samples. Most of the
genes had not previously been
associated with lung cancer but
are found in other tumors.
The new genes fingered in lung
adenocarcinoma include neurofibromastosis 1, ataxia telangiectasia
mutated, retinoblastoma 1 and
adenomatosis polyposis coli.
The team also examined the
effects of the genetic mutations on
biological pathways and determined which of the pathways is
most crucial to lung adenocarcinoma. This line of discovery is
essential to efforts to develop new
and better treatments for cancer.
For example, the researchers
discovered that more than 70
percent of the 188 tumors had at
least one mutation affecting the
mitogen-activated protein kinase
(MAPK) pathway, indicating it
plays a pivotal role in lung cancer.
Based on those findings, the researchers suggested new treatment
strategies for some subtypes of
See Gene, Page 2

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MEDICAL LIBRARY

J

3 2201 20361 1054

2

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS

RECORD

Olin's EMBA program named
best in mainland China
BY MELODY WALKER

Which Water iS Which? Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton samples water at the Student Union
Bottled Water vs. Tap Water Taste Test outside the Danforth University Center Oct. 22 while
freshman Nora Long (center) and sophomore Jennifer O'Neill look on. Test participants were
asked to identify which of four identical cups contained St. Louis tap water and three different
brands of bottled water: Ice Mountain, Aquafina and Dasani.The event, part of the Congress of the
South 40's Eco-Olympics during Campus Sustainability Week Oct. 20-24, was held to demonstrate
that there is little difference in the taste of water from a bottle — which often ultimately ends up in
a landfill — and water from a tap. This was part of an ongoing education effort being implemented
as the University moves toward eliminating bottled water on campus.

Tips to help stay safe after clocks roll back
With the time change this past weekend, it will get
dark earlier in the evening.
The Washington University Police Department
offers these reminders as part of the "Don't be in the
Dark" campaign:
1. Never travel alone. Always travel with
someone.
2. Walk in well-lit areas. Stay in well-lit areas as
much as possible. Don't walk in alleys or other isolaicu areas.———■ .1

M

.
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3. Be alert. Always be aware of what is going on

Antarctica
More is known about
Mars than this region
- from Page 1
surveys are targeted at understanding the origin of these enigmatic mountains to provide crucial new inputs into ice sheet and
climate models.
The international team will
address four fundamental questions: the role of topography in
the formation of continental ice
sheets; the formation of major
highlands in the middle of continents, far away from the plate
boundaries that cause most
mountain belts; the geologic
processes that control the formation of newly discovered lakes
beneath the ice sheet; and the
location of the oldest ice — the
oldest climate record in the
Antarctic ice sheet.

Gene
Approach can be used
to treat other cancers
- from Page 1
lung adenocarcinoma might
include compounds that affect
this pathway. One such group of
compounds, the MEK inhibitors,
has produced promising results in
mouse models of lung cancer.
"Looking at the pathways
helps simplify the picture,"
Wilson said. "Generally, we found
that each mutation only occurs in
a small percentage of the tumor
samples, but when we looked at
all the mutations that intersect a
particular signaling pathway, we
were surprised to find a lot of
overlap in only a handful of

around you. Don't wear headphones. Don't engage in
conversations with people you don't know.
4. Trust your instincts. If it doesn't feel safe, it
probably isn't. Move to a safe spot immediately and
call for help.
5. If a thief confronts you, give them what they
want. Don't chase them. Blow your whistle. To obtain an emergency whistle, call 935-5084 or request
one online at police.wustl.edu/whistle.html.
*>. take a shuttle. For-in formation about shuttles

serving your destination, visit parking.wustl.edu.

"There is more known about
Mars than this part of our Earth,"
Wiens said. "The formation of the
mountain ranges is particularly
intriguing. Some process in the
Earth must have caused these
mountains to rise. The mountains
were then the locus of the first
continental ice sheet when the
earth started to cool 30 million
years ago."
Wiens said that planes
equipped with skis will use radar
to see through the ice and map the
topography of the mountains.
"Right now, we do not even know
how high the mountains really
are," Wiens said. "Seismic waves
from earthquakes around the
world will allow us to see below
the ice into the crust and the mantle. Because we can't find rock
samples, we have to use seismic
waves and radar."
The group will be approximately 300 miles from the South Pole
in a newly constructed camp
called AGAP South. Unlike the

Arctic, where several nations,
including Russia, are vying to
control shipping and mineral
rights, the Antarctic is not a
contentious part of the world.
"The Antarctic shouldn't be a
contested region as long as the
Antarctic Treaty keeps getting
renewed," Wiens said. "There are
claims to various parts of Antarctica, but the United States has
none and doesn't recognize ones
that are out there. The treaty was
signed in 1961, which stated that
it should be free and open for
scientific research. It's ironic that
a treaty signed at the peak of the
Cold War has been the basis for
peace in this part of the world for
decades."
Wiens and his colleagues will
return to Antarctica at the end of
2009 to pick up the seismographs
and begin analyzing data through
2011. They hope to leave a few of
the seismographs behind to form
the basis of a permanent environmental observation network.

pathways. This gives us a much
better idea of what goes wrong in
cells when they become
cancerous."
Additionally, the finding that
more than 30 percent of tumors
had mutations affecting the rapamycin (mTOR) pathway raises
the possibility that the drug rapamycin might be tested in lung
adenocarcinoma. The drug, which
inhibits mTOR, is approved for
use in organ transplants and renal
cancer.
The researchers also analyzed
the patterns of genetic changes in
both smokers and nonsmokers
with lung cancer. About 90 percent of lung cancer is linked to
smoking, but 10 percent of patients diagnosed with the disease
have never smoked. They found
that smokers' tumors contained as
many as 49 mutations, while none

of the never-smokers' tumors had
more than five.
The study also confirmed
previous observations that indicated lung cancer in never-smokers may be triggered by different
genetic mutations than those in
smokers. For example, mutations
in the epidermal growth factor
gene, EGFR, were prevalent in
tumors from non-smokers, while
mutations in the KRAS and Src
tyrosine kinase 11 genes were
common in tumors from
smokers.
"Our findings underscore the
value of systematic, large-scale
genome studies for exploring
cancer," Wilson said.
"We now must move forward
to apply this approach to even
larger groups of samples and a
wider range of cancers," Wilson
said.

The Washington UniversityFudan University Executive
MBA program retained its
distinction as one of the top 10
Executive MBA programs in the
world, ranking eighth worldwide,
and first in mainland China for
the third year in a row, according
to the 2008 rankings released late
last month by the Financial
Times.
"Looking across all the aspects
measured by the Financial Times,
one of the things that comes
through is just how broad the
strength of the program is," said
Patrick Moreton, Ph.D., associate
dean and managing director of
the Olin EMBA program based in
Shanghai. "It has both great faculty and great students."
The Olin program's faculty
ranked among the most internationally diverse and 13th worldwide in terms of research
contributions.
The Financial Times' rankings
are based on two surveys: one by
alumni who graduated three years
ago and another by the business
schools. Current salaries for the
Olin EMBA-Shanghai alumni
ranked fourth in the world after
adjusting for differences in purchasing power parity. A fact that
testifies to "continuing high demand for internationally trained
professional managers in China,"
Moreton said.
James Little, Ph.D., the Donald
Danforth Jr. Distinguished
Professor of Business and the
program's academic director since
its inception, said the program
takes great pride in its world-class
professors. "Their combined
wealth of academic vision and
practical experiences are essential
in helping today's best managers
grow into the global leaders we
will need to solve the most

pressing issues of our economy
and society," Little said.
Established in 2002, the Olin
EMBA-Shanghai program was
among the first U.S.-Sino joint
MBA degree programs. It attracts
about 75 percent of its students
from China and is designed to
prepare Chinese managers for
global executive positions.
The joint venture also provides valuable international
experience for Olin's St. Louisbased EMBA students, who
spend two weeks in China working and studying with their Chinese counterparts. The Shanghaibased students also will travel to
St. Louis in December for a final
joint session before graduation.
Lu Xiongwen, Ph.D., professor and dean of the School of
Management at Fudan University,
Olin's Chinese partner, welcomed
the program's high rankings and
success.
"Every time we achieve one
step forward on our path to
progress, it is because we are
more than willing to learn from
the world's top business schools,
in terms of systemic knowledge
and up-to-date theories," he said.
In St. Louis, Mahendra Gupta,
Ph.D., dean and the Geraldine J.
and Robert L. Virgil Professor of
Accounting and Management,
praised the faculty, students and
alumni of the EMBA program on
their well-deserved recognition.
"Our mission worldwide is to
create new knowledge, inspire
individuals and transform business," Gupta said.
"To achieve our mission, we
need to be consistently excellent
so that we attract the best faculty
and students. The continued
success of our joint program with
the School of Management at
Fudan University is a testimony
to how committed to excellence
both partners are," he said.

Three voices examine Wounded Knee
BY JESSICA MARTIN

In honor of Native Heritage
Month, the Kathryn M. Buder
Center for American Indian
Studies presents in November
"Three Voices: Speaking From
the Past," a Chautauqua performance describing the events
leading up to the massacre at
Wounded Knee from three
cultural perspectives.
Performances are at 8 p.m.
Nov. 14 and 15 in the Village
Black Box Theater, located within the Village.
The "Three Voices" are
Geraldine Goes in Center, Linda
Kennedy and Lilah Pengra, who
examine the hopes, fears, beliefs
and values of their Dakota,
Euro-American and AfricanAmerican foremothers.
The presentation portrays
three conflicting views of

Wounded Knee. The characters
begin to change during the
performance as they interact
with others through events and
activities typical of the time
period. Following the performance, the performers will be
on hand to discuss healing
racism and issues of importance
to Native Americans.
The Buder Center, part of the
George Warren Brown School of
Social Work, is one of the most
respected institutes in the nation
for the academic advancement
and study of American Indian
issues related to social work.
Seating is limited to 50 for
each show, and advance tickets
— $10 for WUSTL students,
faculty and staff, $12 for everyone else — are available by
calling 935-8868. Tickets are
$ 15 at the door. For more information, call 935-4510.
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School of Medicine Update

Deprived of sense of smell, worms live longer
BY GWEN ERICSON

I any animals live longer when raised
on low-calorie diets. Now School of
Medicine researchers have shown
that they can extend the life spans of roundworms even when the worms are well fed
— it just takes a chemical that blocks their
sense of smell.
Three years ago, the researchers, led by
Kerry Kornfeld, M.D., Ph.D., found that a
class of anticonvulsant medications made
the roundworm Caenorhabditis elegans live
longer. But until now, they didn't quite
know what the drugs did to give the worms
their longevity. They reported their latest
findings in the Oct. 24 issue of the Public
Library of Science Genetics.
"We've learned that the drugs inhibit
neurons in the worm's head that sense
chemicals in their surroundings — the
neurons are like the worm's nose," said
Kornfeld, professor of developmental

M

biology. "Like roundworms that are gcswn
in a food-scarce environment, the worms
exposed to the anticonvulsant ethosuximide
lived longer. But these worms ate plenty of
food. That suggests that the worms' sensation of food is critical to controlling their
metabolism and life span."
If roundworms sense that food is abundant, their bodies respond to promote rapid
ingestion, rapid growth and rapid aging,
Kornfeld said. In contrast, when the worms
sense a shortage of food, they make "metabolic decisions" to delay growth and energy
use and extend lifespan.
In the long term, Kornfeld's goal is to
identify compounds that could potentially
delay human aging. The research group for
this project also included James Collins,
Ph.D.; Kim Evason, M.D., Ph.D.; Chris
Pickett, Ph.D.; and Daniel Schneider.
Kornfeld's lab studies C. elegans
because they live only about two to
three weeks, so experimental results can

be obtained quickly.
The scientists' strategy has been to expose the roundworms to libraries of chemicals to identify compounds that delay aging
and extend their lives. That approach led to
the unexpected result that some human
anticonvulsants slow aging in C. elegans.
Now, further investigating the effect of
one of those compounds, ethosuximide, the
researchers found that it had the same
life-extending effect as some well-studied
genetic mutations in C. elegans. These mutations inhibit the activity of some sensory
neurons in the worm, and that helped the
researchers conclude that ethosuximide also
directly affected these neurons. Roundworms treated with ethosuximide lived up
to 29 percent longer than normal.
"It's likely that the drug prevents the
nerve cells from being electrically active,
but precisely how it does that is something
we need to study further," Kornfeld said.
"We also want to find out how the effect on

the neurons is translated into an effect on
the worms' bodies to delay aging."
Ethosuximide is used to treat seizure
disorders in people. Interestingly, a common side effect of the drug is the loss of the
sense of taste. Does that mean the ability to
taste or smell food affects aging in people?
It's probably not that simple, but it does
hint at some sort of connection, Kornfeld
said. He said it's possible that sensory perception cues have important metabolic
consequences independent of what we
actually eat.
"Emerging evidence suggests that core
metabolic pathways that modulate lifespan
in worms also modulate lifespan in vertebrates such as mice and perhaps humans,"
Kornfeld said. "Sensory pathways might
also be fairly universal. In an ancient common ancestor, these pathways might have
caused metabolic adjustments that affect life
span. That could be reflected in our own
biology."

Morgan's Paralympic experience won't soon be forgotten
BY JUDY MARTIN

Kerri Morgan's road to the 2008
Paralympic Games in Beijing, China,
with the U.S. Track and Field team began
when she was training for her first love
— quad rugby. Morgan is one of a handful
of women who play the rough sport, which
involves wheelchairs banging into one
another.
While trying to improve her rugby game,
Morgan, an instructor in occupational therapy, was approached by Steve Bunn, an area
track coach who offered to work with her
after watching her play.
"I hadn't really had anybody tell me 'I see
potential in you, and I want to help you,'"
she said. She signed up right away.
But Morgan wasn't a fan of the track.
"I went out to track practice a couple
years before that, and I was in a horrible
chair. I hated it, and I was in so much pain,"
she said. So she dropped it.
Morgan didn't make the Paralympic quad
rugby team, but determined to get to
Beijing, she decided to give track another
chance.
Last June, in her sixth wheelchair track
meet, Morgan made the U.S. Paralympic
Track and Field team. She qualified in the
only two events in the T-52 category — the
100 meters and 200 meters.
In the Paralympics, held in mid-September, she finished fifth in both races and
set a new U.S. record in the 100-meter
race, in which she placed first among the
American athletes with a time of 21.56
seconds. Morgan was the first American

competitor to finish the 200-meter race
with a time of 40:82.
Morgan's parents, Mike and Joan
Morgan, made the trip to Beijing from
California. While preparing for her first
race, Morgan thought she heard someone
calling her name from the crowd.
"I looked over, and the first two people I
identify out of the audience are my parents,"
she said. "They had their big USA shirts on,
and they're surrounded by Chinese people.
It was really cool."
But Morgan's adrenaline rush wasn't only
reserved for competition. Organizers arranged for the U.S. team to visit the Great
Wall. "The Wall is very old, obviously, so it's
not very accessible," she said, but there is
one area with ramps that lead to the Wall.
"At every phase of ramps or slopes they
had security guards or staff there helping,"
she said. "When we got to steps, four people
came around and carried me up, then put
me down at the top," she said.
However, the language barrier became a
problem. The helpers were picking up the
athletes by their chairs' wheels, almost rotating Morgan right out of her chair.
And then there was the celebrity aspect.
Everywhere the athletes went, there were
autograph seekers. "I probably have my
picture with 300 random Chinese families
who wanted my signature," Morgan said.
The celebrity treatment didn't end when
she arrived back on U.S. soil. She was invited
with all her Paralympic teammates and the
U.S. Olympic team to the White House to
meet President George W Bush and First
Lady Laura Bush.

(From left) Jessica Dasher and Denise Curl, who work with Kerri Morgan at the
Enabling Mobility Center, congratulate Morgan on her performance at the 2008
Paralympic Games in Beijing at a welcome home party for Morgan in the Program
Occupational Therapy lobby.

Gene for clubfoot identified at School of Medicine
orthopedic surgery. The patient, the most
severely affected in the family, had clubfoot in both feet, duplicated first toes and
Clubfoot, one of the most common
was missing the tibia in the right leg.
birth defects, has long been thought to
Gurnett and Dobbs visited the family
have a genetic component. Now, School
to examine their lower limbs and to take
of Medicine researchers report they have
DNA samples. They found that 13 family
found the first gene linked to clubfoot in
members were affected: Five
humans.
additional family members had
Their research will be pubclubfoot, which was more severe
lished in the Nov. 7 issue of the
in the right foot in three of them.
American Journal of Human
Five others had lower limb abnorGenetics.
malities including flatfoot, an
By studying a multigeneraunderdeveloped patella and hip
tion family with clubfoot, the
scientists traced the condition
~'M
dysplasia.
Through the genome-wide
to a mutation in a gene critical
■'"'"'
1 study, Gurnett and her colleagues
for early development of lower
found a region on chromosome 5
limbs called PITX1. While
that was common to all family
other genes also are likely to be Gurnett
members affected.
linked to clubfoot, the new
From there, they identified a mutation
finding is a first step toward improved
in a gene critical for the early developgenetic counseling and the development
ment of lower limbs called PITX1. Trie
of novel therapies.
PITX1 mutation was found in all affected
"To our knowledge, this report is the
family members and in three carriers who
first evidence for PITX1 mutation in
showed no clinical symptoms.
human disease," said Christina Gurnett,
Dobbs, senior author of the study, said
M.D., Ph.D., assistant professor of neurolthe finding is an exciting step in developogy, of pediatrics and of orthopedic suring a better understanding of the genetic
gery and first author of the study.
basis of clubfoot, which affects about 1 in
Gurnett and her colleagues analyzed
1,000 new births.
the DNA of 35 extended family members
"Clubfoot is a complex disorder,
of an infant male patient of Matthew
meaning that more than one gene as well
Dobbs, M.D., associate professor of
BY BETH MILLER

W'

as environmental factors will be discovered to play a role in its etiology," Dobbs
said. "Identifying the genes for clubfoot
will allow for improved genetic counseling and may potentially lead to new and
improved treatment and preventive strategies for this disorder."
About 80 percent of clubfoot cases are
idiopathic, meaning the cause is unknown
and the patient has no other birth defects.
A familial link plays a role in about 25
percent of cases.
Gurnett said some clinical characteristics of the family members with the
PITX1 mutation suggest that the genetic
defect may be linked to idiopathic clubfoot. First, the majority of the affected
family members had clubfoot but no
other abnormalities. Second, there were
five females who carried the gene but did
not have clubfoot, which supports the
lower incidence of clubfoot in females.
Third, clubfoot affects the right foot more
frequently, a hallmark of mutations in
PITX1.
"It's our job to prove that this is going
to be important for many kids with clubfoot," Gurnett said. "Until now, we didn't
know whether clubfoot was a muscle,
nerve, spinal cord or brain problem. Now,
we have an idea that clubfoot may result
from mutations of genes that are involved
in early limb development."

Women's health
research program
seeks applications
The Building Interdisciplinary
Research Careers in Women's Health
Program is seeking applications from
junior faculty with a medical degree,
doctorate or M.D./Ph.D. who are pursuing a research career in areas relevant to
women's health. These include autoimmune diseases, cardiovascular diseases,
depression, complications of pregnancy,
diabetes and obesity, osteoporosis, infectious diseases and cancer.
The program supports the research
career development of up to four junior
faculty members who have recently
completed clinical training or postdoctoral fellowships. Those selected will
carry the title of Interdisciplinary
Women's Health Research Scholars.
Candidates must be U.S. citizens or
have permanent residency status. The
successful applicant will receive annual
salary support up to $75,000, plus fringes, travel and some supplies.
The deadline for applications is
4 p.m., Dec. 12. Information should be
sent to Robert Gemignani, Campus Box
8127, rgemigna@dom.wustl.edu.
For application requirements, visit
bircwh.im.wustl.edu/apply.html
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University Events
Jazz at Holmes series continues Assembly Series tackles cultural history
Wailoo on race and disease in America
with world-renowned musicians
BY MARY KASTENS

BY LIAM OTTEN

Washington University's Jazz at
Holmes series will present two
internationally known musicians in free concerts at 8 p.m. Nov. 6
and 13.
This Thursday, Nov. 6, Austrian
pianist Elisabeth Harnik will perform
in Holmes Lounge in Ridgley Hall.
Though perhaps best known for her
improvisations, Harnik also composes
chamber music and music for the theater, with recent projects ranging from
the opera "Kugelstein" to a libretto
from Olga Flor.
Harnik has appeared at major festivals across Europe both as a solo artist
and with two eclectic ensembles, All
Ears Area and Disparate Bodies. Her
solo piano CD "Irrt, Irrt Das Ohr" was
released on the Extraplatte label in
2005. Numerous honors include composition grants from the Austrian
Chancellery and from the Austrian
province of Styria.
On Nov. 13, Jazz at Holmes will
welcome legendary New York saxophonist David Liebman and the David
Liebman Quartet.
Born in Brooklyn, Liebman played
with Alton, III, native Miles Davis in
the 1970s. In 1972, he recorded the
celebrated album "Live at the
Lighthouse" with Elvin Jones, John
Coltrane's drummer. He later toured
with Chick Corea and, in 1981, formed
his own group, Quest, which toured
and recorded extensively over the next
decade.
His current quartet features bassist
Tony Marino, drummer Marko
Marcinko and guitarist Vic Juris.
"Liebman's interaction with fellow
saxophonist Steve Grossman and their

iilMllild Irrrt^*"' cf.ft thf t^ny for - • ■

"

post-Coltranian jazz sax playing that
continues to awe contemporary jazz
musicians," said Jerome Carnal, a doctoral candidate in musicology in the
Department of Music in Arts 8c
Sciences, who has played for Liebman.
"In the jazz saxophone world,
Liebman is also recognized as one of
the instrument's greatest educators. His
book 'Developing a Personal
Saxophone Sound' has introduced
sound production concepts to musicians around the world."
In addition, at 3 p.m. Nov. 13,
Liebman will host a performance/
master class and, at 4 p.m., will lecture
on "Improvisation, Aesthetics and
World View." Both events are sponsored by the Department of Music and
take place in Room 102 of the Music
Classroom Building, 6500 Forsyth Blvd.
Launched in 1996, Jazz at Holmes
features relaxed, coffeehouse-style
concerts by professional jazz musicians
from around St. Louis and abroad
throughout the academic year.
The series is sponsored by the
College of Arts & Sciences, Office of
Residential Life, Student Union,
University College and Summer School,
Congress of the South 40, Office of
Student Activities, New Student
Orientation, Department of Music,
Greek Life Office, Annika Rodriguez
Scholars Program, Community Service
Program, Event Services and Michael
Cannon, executive vice chancellor and
general counsel.
In addition, Harnick's appearance is
co-sponsored by the Austrian Consulate General of Chicago and the
Austrian Society of St. Louis.
Both performances are free and
open to the public. For more information, call 862-0874 or e-mail staylor@

;

Culture, history, race and politics all have
played a significant hand in creating
today's health-care disparities in
America.
Health-policy historian Keith Wailoo,
Ph.D., will share insights in the Assembly
Series lecture "How Cancer Crossed the
Color Line: Race and Disease in America" at
4 p.m. Tuesday, Nov.T 1, in Rebstock Hall,
Room 215.
Wailoo, the Martin Luther King Jr.
Professor of History at Rutgers University, is
the director of the Center for Race and
Ethnicity with a joint appointment in the
Institute for Health, Health Care Policy and
Aging Research. He also taught for nine
years at the University of North Carolina.
He earned a doctorate in history and
sociology of science from the University
of Pennsylvania in 1992 and a bachelor's

degree in chemical engineering from Yale
University in 1984.
Wailoo's research focuses on the role of
technology in 20th-century medicine. He
explores how numerous forces, including
changing medical relations with the pharmaceutical industry and the federal government
— as well as attitudes toward particular
patient groups — have shaped ideas about
blood, blood disease and patients with these
diseases.
His first book, "Drawing Blood:
Technology and Disease Identity in
Twentieth-Century America," received the
1997 Arthur Viseltear Award from the
American Public Health Association.
Wailoo has received several other awards
and grants, including the prestigious James
S. McDonnell Centennial Fellowship in the
History of Science in 1999.
The event is free and open to the public.
For more information, call 935-4620.

Mendelsohn on history, family, Judaism
BY KURT MUELLER

Award-winning writer and critic Daniel
Mendelsohn, Ph.D., will give this year's
annual Holocaust Memorial Lecture at
4 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 12, in Graham
Chapel.
His talk, "Finding 'The Lost': A Journey
into the History, Family and Judaism," will
focus on his quest to unearth the stories of
his family members who perished during
World War II. In his 2006 best-selling memoir, "The Lost: A Search for Six of Six
Million," Mendelsohn tells the story of his
grandfather's brother, who stayed behind in
Ukraine and was killed in the Holocaust after
his siblings had immigrated to America.
Mendelsohn's other works include "The
Elusive Embrace: Desire and the Riddle of
Identity" "Gender and the City in Euripides
Political Plays" and a collection of essays on
literature and the arts, "How Beautiful It Is

and How Easily it Can Be Broken."
Mendelsohn, the Charles Ranlett Flint
Professor of Humanities at Bard College,
earned a bachelor's degree in classics at the
University of Virginia and a master's degree
and doctorate from Princeton University,
where he was a Mellon Fellow in Humanities
and lecturer.
He began a career in journalism in 1994
and has written articles, essays and reviews
that have appeared in many publications
such as The New Yorker, The New York
Times and The New York Review of Books.
He served from 2000-02 as the weekly
book critic for New York magazine and won
the 2001 National Book Critics Award for
Excellence in Reviewing.
The lecture is being co-sponsored by the
Assembly Series. It is free and open to the
public and requires no advance reservation.
For more information on any Assembly
Series lecture, visit assemblyseries.wustl.edu.

Silences of the Palace • British Debate Team • K-12 Robotics
"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place Nov. 6-19 at
Washington University. Visit the Web for
expanded calendars for the Danforth Campus
(news-info.wustl.edu/calendars) and the
School of Medicine (medschool.wustl.edu/
calendars.html).

Exhibits
"Birth of the Cool: California Art, Design and
Culture at Midcentury." Through Jan. 5.
Kemper Art Museum, 935-4523.
"Bold Strokes and Finesse: The Stage
Designs of John Ezell." Through Nov. 22.
Des Lee Gallery, 1627 Washington Ave.
621-8537.

Film
Tuesday, Nov. 11
7 p.m. Jewish, Islamic and Near Eastern Film
Series. Middle East-North Africa Film Series.
"Silences of the Palace." Moufida Tlatli, dir.
Brown Hall, Rm. 118. 935-8567.

Wednesday, Nov. 12
7 p.m. Japanese Film Series. "Always."
Takashi Yamazaki, dir. Seigle Hall, Rm. L006.
935-5110.

Tuesday, Nov. 18
7 p.m. Jewish, Islamic and Near Eastern Film
Series. Middle East-North Africa Film Series.
"Le Destin/AI Massir." Youssef Shahine, dir.
Brown Hall, Rm. 118. 935-8567.

Wednesday, Nov. 19
6:30 p.m. Korean Film Series. "3-lron." Kim
Ki-duk, dir. Seigle Hall, Rm. L006. 935-5110.

Lectures
Thursday, Nov. 6
Noon. Genetics Seminar. "Incipient Speciation

in Experimental Yeast Populations;
Underlying Molecular-Genetic Mechanisms
of Reproductive Isolation." James B.
Anderson, U. of Toronto. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823.
362-2139.
3:30 p.m. Developmental Biology Lecture.
Annual Oliver H. Lowry Lecture. "The
Neurobiology of Emotional Behavior in Mice
and Flies." David J. Anderson, prof, of
biology, Calif. Inst. of Technology. Farrell
Learning & Teaching Center, Connor Aud.
362-0198.

Co-sponsored by the Saint Louis Art
Museum. Saint Louis Art Museum Aud.,
1 Fine Arts Drive. 935-9300.

Monday, Nov. 10
3 p.m. Neuro-Oncology Seminar Series.
"In Vivo Measurement of Tissue Oxygen
Consumption by qBOLD MRI: Characterization of Tumors and Necrosis." Joel
Garbow, research assoc. prof, of radiology.
South Bldg., Rm. 3907, Philip Needleman
Library. 454-8981.

4 p.m. Women, Gender and Sexuality
Studies Lecture. Global and Transnational
Feminisms Lecture. "Recrafting Sexuality:
Women's and Men's Experiences of
Cosmetic Surgery in Venezuela." Lauren
Gulbas. McMillan Cafe. 935-5102.

4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Antigen Presentation Perspectives
in Immune Diabetes." Emil R. Unanue, prof.
of pathology & immunology. Farrell
Learning & Teaching Center, Connor Aud.
362-2763.

5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioeleclricity and
Arrhythmia Center Seminar. "Pacemaker
Mechanism: Control of Heart Rate in Health
and Disease." Dario DiFrancesco, prof, of
physiology, The U. of Milano. (5 p.m.
reception.) Whitaker Hall, Rm. 218.
935-7887.

6:30 p.m. Sam Fox School Public Lecture
Series. Saul Ostrow, assoc. prof, of
painting, Cleveland Inst. of Art. Steinberg
Aud. 935-9300.

Friday, Nov. 7
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. Third
Wings Lectureship. "Pediatric Palliative
Care: It's About Time." Sarah Freibert, M.D.,
dir. of the Haslinger Family Pediatric
Palliative Care Center at Akron Children's
Hospital. Clopton Auditorium. 550-1396.
11 a.m. Computer Science and Engineering
Colloquium. "Electronic Voting: Are Your
Votes Really Counted?" Richard A.
Kemmerer, prof, of computer science,
U. of Calif., Santa Barbara. Cupples II Hall,
Rm.'217. 935-6160.
11 a.m. Energy, Environmental and
Chemical Engineering Seminar Series.
"Rectifying p-n Junction Nanostructures for
Direct Conversion of Solar Energy to
Electricity or Chemical Fuels." Craig Grimes,
prof, of electrical engineering, Penn. State
U. Lopata Hall, Rm. 101. 935-5548.
Noon. Cell Biology and Physiology Seminar.
"Stem Cells and Lineage Selection in
Mammalian Epidermis." Fiona M. Watt,
prof, of molecular genetics, Cancer
Research UK Cambridge Research Inst.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 426. 362-6950.
7 p.m. Sam Fox School Public Lecture
Series. Thomas Crow, prof, of modern art,
Inst. of Fine Arts, New York U.

8 p.m. Dept. of Music Organ Workshop.
"Modes, Birds and Color: Unlocking the
Mysteries of Messiaen's Organ Music."
Charles Tompkins. Graham Chapel.
935-5566.

Tuesday, Nov. 11
Noon. Molecular Microbiology and
Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"Molecular Explanations for the Toxicity of
Oxygen." James Imlay, prof, of microbiology, U. of III. at Urbana-Champaign. Cori
Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave. 362-1496.
4 p.m. Assembly Series. Keith Wailoo.
Rebstock Hall, Rm. 215. 935-5285.

Wednesday, Nov. 12
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Center for the Application
of Information Technology Training
Workshop. "Getting Started with JCL
and Utilities." Cost: $1,275; reduced fees
available for CAIT member organizations.
(Also Nov. 13 & 14, 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.) CAIT,
5 N. Jackson Ave. To register: 935-4444.
10 a.m. Electrical & Systems Engineering
Seminar. "Quantitative Analysis of
Fluorescence Microscope Data: Examples
From Cell Motility." John A. Cooper, prof,
of cell biology & physiology. Bryan Hall,
Rm. 305. 935-5565.
4 p.m. Assembly Series. Daniel Mendelsohn. Graham Chapel. 935-5285.

World premiere drama Magan Wiles and Ted Deasy star
as Evie and Clay in "Evie's Waltz," a drama by Carter Lewis,
playwright-in-residence in the Performing Arts Department
(PAD) in Arts & Sciences. The play, directed by Andrea Urice,
senior lecturer in drama in the PAD, is currently in production
at The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis. The story centers on
parents roiled by news that their son has been expelled for
bringing a gun to school. Yet when the boy's girlfriend makes
an unexpected visit, a backyard barbecue suddenly becomes
a high-stakes game of cat and mouse. For tickets or more
information, call 968-4925 or visit repstl.org.
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Faculty recital to be held along
with state music competitions
Eight faculty members from
the Department of Music in
Arts & Sciences will present a
showcase recital in conjunction
with the Missouri Music Teachers
Association's (MMTA) annual
instrumental and vocal competitive auditions.
The program — which begins
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 8, in
the 560 Music Center — will feature music of Frederic Chopin,
Francis Poulenc and Clara Rogers,
as well as jazz improvisation.
Performers will include pianist
Seth Carlin, professor of music;
guitarist William Lenihan, director
of jazz performance; and cellist
Elizabeth Macdonald, director of
strings. Also performing will be
pianist Maryse Carlin, pianist
Annette Burkhart, saxophonist
Adrianne Honnold, pianist
Amanda Kirkpatrick and guitarist
Vince Varvel, all teachers of applied music.
The MMTA is the state organ-

ization of the Music Teachers
National Association (MTNA).
The annual competition — hosted
this year by the Department of
Music — will take place Nov. 6-9
in the 560 Music Center.
More than 600 students, ranging in age from kindergarten
through college, will compete
within their respective grade levels
for top honors in voice, piano, all
instruments and chamber music.
Winners from the Missouri
auditions will proceed to the West
Central Division Auditions, which
will be held Jan. 16-18, 2009, at
St. Olaf College.
Divisional finalists will proceed to the MTNA National
Competitions, held March 28April 1 in Atlanta.
For more information about
the MMTA competitions, visit
missourimta.org. For more
information about the recital,
call 935-5566 or e-mail
kschultz@wusd.edu.

Government and Public Policy
Career Day on campus Nov. 13
Representatives from regional
and national government and
public policy agencies will be on
campus for the third annual
Government and Public Policy
Career Day from noon-9 p.m.
Nov. 13 at various locations
around the Danforth Campus.
The career day will offer a
series of special events for undergraduate, graduate and professional students, ranging from a
Government Jobs 101 workshop
to a networking dinner with
employer representatives. The day
also will include individual resume reviews and a special lunch
session for graduate students.
This event, co-sponsored by
the Gephardt Institute for Public
Service, the Career Center, the
George Warren Brown School of
4 p.m. Biochemistry and Molecular
Biophysics Seminar. "Nanoscopic Imaging
of Enzymes, Cells and Tissues: SuperResolution Imaging and Single Molecule
FRET." Xiaowei Zhuang, prof, of chemistry
& chemical biology, Harvard U. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 264.362-4152.
5:30 p.m. School of Law Lecture. "Torture
Team: Rumsfeld's Memo and the Betrayal
of American Values." Philippe Sands, prof,
of law, U. College London. Co-sponsored by
Whitney R. Harris World Law Inst. (Book
signing & reception, 6:30 p.m.) AnheuserBusch Hall, Bryan Cave Moot Courtroom.
935-7988.

Thursday, Nov. 13
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Center for the Application of
Information Technology Training Workshop.
"Internal Negotiating Skills for the IT
Professional." Cost: $1,250; reduced fees
available for CAIT member organizations.
(Also Nov. 14,9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.) CAIT,
5 N. Jackson Ave. To register: 935-4444.
Noon. Genetics Seminar. "Nuclear
Architecture, Chromatin Structure and
Telomere Biology During Tumorigenesis."
Susana Gonzalo, asst. prof, of radiation
oncology. McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 823. 362-2139.
Noon. Siteman Cancer Center Basic Science
Seminar Series. Joe W. Gray, Lawrence
Berkeley National Laboratory. Eric P. Newman
Education Center. 454-7029.
4 p.m. Chemistry Seminar. "Molecular
Choreography at the Membrane Interface
Pictured by NMR Spectroscopy." Ayyalusamy
Ramamoorthy, prof, of chemistry, U. of Mich.
McMillen Lab., Rm. 311. 935-6530.
4 p.m. Dept. of Music Lecture Series.
"Improvisation, Aesthetics and World View."
Dave Liebman, The Dave Liebman Quartet.
Music Classroom Bldg., Rm. 102.935-5566.
4 p.m. History Colloquium. "The Politics of
Black Religion." Barbara Savage, prof, of
history, U. of Pa. Co-sponsored by African
6 African American Studies and American
Culture Studies. (Reception follows.) Eliot
Hall, Rm. 300M. 935-5450.
4 p.m. School of Law Lecture. William Catron
Jones Lecture Series. "Trading Places? U.S.
Economic Engagement with China and its
Implications for U.S. Power, Competitiveness
and Global Prestige." Charles Freeman, chair
in China studies, Center for Strategic &
International Studies. Co-sponsored by the
Harris World Law Inst. and East Asian
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Social Work and the Department
of Political Science in Arts &
Sciences, is part of the national
Making the Difference campaign
for careers in federal government.
Agencies attending represent a
wide range of the government and
public policy sector. Among those
already confirmed as participants
are the State Department, Central
Intelligence Agency, Social Security Administration, AmeriCorps and the United States
Department of Agriculture.
Students interested in resume
reviews or the networking dinner
must RSVP in advance.
Visit the Gephardt Institute
Web site at gephardtinstitute.
wustl.edu or CareerLink for more
information on times, locations
and content.

Studies. (Reception follows.) Women's
Building Formal Lounge. 935-4448.
4 p.m. Vision Science Seminar Series.
"Immune Tolerance Induced by Apoptotic
Cells: The Role of HMGB1 and R0S."
Hirotaka Kazama, staff scientist. Maternity
Bldg., Rm. 725.362-3315.
8 p.m. The Writing Program Fall Reading
Series. Steve Stern, author. Duncker Hall,
Rm. 201, Hurst Lounge. 935-7130.

Friday, Nov. 14
All Day. Diabetes Research Training Center
Symposium. World Diabetes Day. Domenico
Accili, prof, of endocrinology, Columbia U.
and Graeme Bell, prof, of adult & pediatric
endocrinology, U. of Chicago. Farrell
Learning & Teaching Center. 362-0558.
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Gastroenterology Galaxy of
Gastroenterology CME Course. "Topics in
Gastroenterology for the Specialist and
Primary Care Physician." (Continues
8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Nov. 15.) Cost: $300,
$225 for allied health professionals. The
Ritz-Carlton, St. Louis, 100 Carondelet Plaza.
To register: 362-6891.
11 a.m. Computer Science and Engineering
Colloquium. "Towards the Design of
Dependable and Predictable Systems."
Richard West, assoc. prof, of computer
science, Boston U. Cupples II Hall, Rm. 217.
935-6160.
11 a.m. Energy, Environmental and Chemical
Engineering Seminar Series. "Packaging
Biological Macromolecules and Delivery."
M. Muthukumar, prof, of polymer science
& engineering, U. of Mass. Lopata Hall,
Rm. 101.935-5548.
Noon. Cell Biology and Physiology Seminar.
"Don't Jump! Preventing Heart Failure by
Managing Cell Suicide." Gerald W. Dorn,
prof, of medicine. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426.362-6950.
2 p.m. Electrical & Systems Engineering
Seminar. "K-12 Robotics: The Need for
Inspiration and Education." David Miller,
prof, of aerospace & mechanical
engineering, Okla. State U. Bryan Hall,
Rm. 305. 935-5565.

Monday, Nov. 17
8 a.m.-5 p.m. St. Louis STD/HIV Prevention
Training Center Course. "STD Intensive."
(Continues 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Nov. 18 & 19.)
Cost: $125. For location and to register:
747-1522.
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Sports
Men's soccer
loses pair
on the road

Women's soccer
captures UAA title
The No. 8 women's soccer team
captured the 2008 University
Athletic Association (UAA)
championship with a dramatic
2-1 win at Case Western Reserve University Nov. 2 in
Cleveland.
It marked the fourth straight
2-1 victory for the Bears in
conference play. WUSTL also
clinched an automatic berth to
the 2008 NCAA Division III
Tournament with the win and
the 125th UAA championship
in school history.
The Bears (14-2-1, 6-0 UAA)
conclude regular-season play at
home against the University of
Chicago at 11:30 a.m. Saturday,
Nov. 8. Prior to the contest,
WUSTL will honor nine seniors
who will be playing their final
game at Francis Field.

Four soccer players
get academic honors
The men's and women's soccer
teams had four student-athletes
named to the 2008 ESPN the
Magazine Academic All-District
VII team, as announced by the
College Sports Information
Directors of America.
The WUSTL women senior
goalkeeper Amanda Boe named
first-team all-district, while
junior midfielder Becca
Heymann and junior back
Cassie Seaman were secondteam selections.
Junior forward John Hengel
was named second-team alldistrict for the men's team.

Volleyball wins
Bears Classic
The No. 4 volleyball team
won the Bears Classic Tournament last weekend in the
WU Field House, posting a

How to submit
University Events'

The men's soccer team
dropped a pair of
University Athletic
Association (UAA)
games last weekend,
losing at No. 11
University of
Rochester, 5-0,
Oct. 31, and at Case
Western Reserve
University, 4-0, Nov. 2.
With the two losses, the Bears fall to
11-5-1 overall and 3-3
in UAA play, dropping
to fifth place in conference standings.
Defense seemed to
be the problem. The
team had given up just
12 goals this season
before allowing nine in
Hard work inside the classroom and on the
last weekend's action
field pays off for goalkeeper Amanda Boe.
— the most over a
two-game stretch since 1999.
perfect 4-0 record.
The Bears close out their reguThe Bears finished their
lar season at 1:30 p.m. Saturday,
regular season with a 22-6 overNov. 8, hosting UAA rival
all record. Three student-athletes
University of Chicago at Francis
were named to the all-tournaField.
ment team: junior middle hitter
Erin Albers, freshman middle
hitter Erin Kasson and junior
Football notches fifth
rightside Nikki Morrison.
win of the season
Morrison led the team with
The football team allowed just 219
35 kills. Both Kasson and Albers
yards of total offense in a 16-8
tallied 34 kills during the tourvictory over Carnegie Mellon
nament, with Kasson leading the
University Nov. 1 at Francis Field.
squad in hit percentage (.526)
Carnegie Mellon, which enand Albers tallying a team-high
tered the game leading the confer13 total blocks.
ence in rushing yards per game
WUSTL will host the 2008
(247.7), was held to 189 yards on
University Athletic Association
42 carries. WUSTL forced three
Championship Tournament
turnovers and had nearly an
Friday and Saturday, Nov. 7 and
eight-minute advantage in time of
8, in the WU Field House.
possession in the win.
The Bears finished conferThe Bears (5-3, 1-0 University
ence play with a 6-1 record,
Athletic Association) continue
securing the No. 2 seed in the
conference play at the University
tournament.
of Chicago on Saturday, Nov. 8.

Rudy, prof, of biomedical engineering.
(5 p.m. reception.) Whitaker Hall, Rm. 218.
935-7887.

Tuesday, Nov. 18
Submit "University Events"
items to Angela Hall of the
Record staff via:
e-mail — recordcalendar
©wustl.edu
campus mail —
Campus Box 1070
fax— 935-4259
Upon request, forms for
submitting events will be e-mailed,
mailed or faxed to departments to be
filled out and returned.
Deadline for submissions
is noon the Thursday prior to
publication date.

Noon. Genetics Seminar. Annual Donald C.
Shreffler Memorial Lecture. "The Role of
Stem/Progenitor Cells in Lung Development
and Repair." Brigid L.M. Hogan, prof, of cell
biology, Duke U. School of Medicine.
Co-sponsored by the depts. of Genetics
and Pathology & Immunology. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823. 362-2139.
Noon. Work, Families and Public Policy
Brown Bag Seminar Series. "Women's
Education and Family Behavior: Trends in
Marriage, Divorce and Fertility." Betsey
Stevenson, asst. prof, of business & public
policy, U. of Pa. Seigle Hall, Rm. 348.
935-4918.
4 p.m. Breast Cancer Research Seminar
Series. Laura C. Collins, assoc. dir. of
anatomic pathology, Harvard Medical
School. Farrell Conference Room 2.
454-8981.
4 p.m. Vision Science Seminar Series.
"Complex Genetics in a Simple Vertebrate:
Analysis of Glaucoma-associated
Phenotypes in Zebrafish." Brian A. Link,
assoc. prof, of cell biology, neurobiology
and anatomy, Medical College of Wis.
Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725. 362-3315.
5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity and
Arrhythmia Center Seminar. "Noninvasive
Electrocardiographic Imaging (ECGI) of
Electrophysiology and Arrhythmias." Yoram

Noon. Molecular Microbiology and Microbial
Pathogenesis Seminar Series. "The
Mechanism(s) of Salmonella Enterocolitis:
From Mucosal Immunology to Cooperative
Bacterial Suicide." Wolf-Dietrich Hardt, asst.
prof, of microbiology, ETH Zurich, Inst. of
Microbiology. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave.
362-3692.

Wednesday, Nov. 19
8 a.m.-3:40 p.m. Infectious Diseases CME
Course. "Annual Infectious Disease Update
for Primary Providers." Cost: $135, $105
and $90. Eric P. Newman Education Center.
454-8275.
4 p.m. Biochemistry and Molecular
Biophysics Seminar. "How Telomeres
Protect Chromosome Ends." Titia de Lange,
prof, of cell biology & genetics, Rockefeller
U. McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 264.362-4152.

Tuesday, Nov. 11
8 p.m. Concert. Messiaen Centennial Organ
Concert: Charles Tompkins. Graham
Chapel. 935-5566.

Thursday, Nov. 13
8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. David Liebman,
saxophone, and his quartet. Ridgley Hall,
Holmes Lounge. 935-4841.

Monday, Nov. 17
8 p.m. Student Recital. Recital Hall,
560 Trinity Ave. 935-5566.

On Stage
Friday, Nov. 7
8 p.m. OVATIONS! Series. "Luna Negra
Dance Theater." (Also 8 p.m. Nov. 8.) Cost:
$32, $28 for seniors, faculty and staff, $20
for students & children. Edison Theatre.
935-6543.

Friday, Nov. 14

And More
Friday, Nov. 14
4 p.m. Center for the Study of Ethics &
Human Values Debate. The British National
Debate Team vs. WUSTL Debate Team.
(Food available.) Umrath Hall Lounge.
935-9358.

8 p.m. Kathryn M. Buder Center for
American Indian Studies Chautauqua.
"Three Voices: Speaking From the Past."
(Also 8 p.m. Nov. 15.) Cost: $12, $10 for
students, faculty and staff. Village Black
Box Theater. 935-4510.

Sports
Friday, Nov. 7

Music

Volleyball UAA Championship. (Also
Nov. 8.) WU Field House. 935-4705.

Thursday, Nov. 6

Saturday, Nov. 8

8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. Elisabeth Harnik,
piano, and her trio. Ridgley Hall, Holmes
Lounge. 935-4841.

11:30 a.m. Women's Soccer vs. U. of
Chicago. Francis Field. 935-4705.

Saturday, Nov. 8
7:30 p.m. Concert. Washington U. Faculty
Showcase. Co-sponsored by the Mo. Music
Teachers Association. E. Desmond Lee
Concert Hall, 560 Trinity Ave. 935-5566.

1:30 p.m. Men's Soccer vs. U. of Chicago.
Francis Field. 935-4705.

Saturday, Nov. 15
Noon. Football vs. Case Western Reserve
U. Francis Field. 935-4705.
3 p.m. Women's Basketball vs. Concordia
U. Athletic Complex. 935-4705.
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WUSTL CONNECT debuts
BY JESSICA DAUES

The Office of Information
Services and Technology, in
collaboration with the technology organizations of each
school and the offices of Student
Records and Human Resources,
launched WUSTL CONNECT
last week.
WUSTL CONNECT is a
University-wide login system
that will allow WUSTL community members to use only one
user name and password to
access many WUSTL Web applications. Previously, separate user
names and passwords were required for each system.
WUSTL CONNECT is being
launched in three phases: The
first, which began last week,
primarily affects student Web
applications. In late November,
many administrative applications
such as Research Gateway,
HRMS and FIS will be accessed
using WUSTL Connect. Early in
2009, library applications on the
Danforth Campus and wireless
networking services will be

accessed using WUSTL
CONNECT.
The benefit of WUSTL
CONNECT is that members of
the WUSTL community will have
fewer password and login names
to remember, and they will only
have to log in once to access different applications, said Ken
Trammel, director of application
development.
"With WUSTL CONNECT,
faculty, staff and students can
select a user name and password
that's familiar and easy to recall,"
Trammel said.
Before the end of the semester,
faculty, staff and students should
receive an e-mail from the
University inviting them to create
a WUSTL KEY — a user name
and password combination.
Faculty, staff and students will
then have until the end of the
calendar year to create a unique
WUSTL KEY for WUSTL
CONNECT.
For more information on
WUSTL CONNECT, contact
Trammel at 935-8332 or
ktrammel@wustl.edu.

Book exchange program initiated
Magnet for excellence Camilla and Stephen Brauer (from left) receive a special gift from
Salvatore P. Sutera, Ph.D., dean of the School of Engineering & Applied Science, and Chancellor
Mark S. Wrighton to commemorate the Oct. 29 groundbreaking of the Stephen F. and Camilla T.
Brauer Hall. When Brauer Hall is completed in 2010, the 150,875-square-foot facility — which will
connect to Uncas A. Whitaker Hall on all three levels of its east facade — will be home to the
engineering school's Department of Energy, Environmental & Chemical Engineering, provide
space for the International Center for Advanced Renewable Energy & Sustainability and share
facilities with the Department of Biomedical Engineering. "Brauer Hall will be a magnet that will
enable us to recruit and retain the very best faculty and students and also allow our researchers
to collaborate not only across disciplines but even across the world through the state-of-the-art
distance-learning facility that it will house," said Sutera during the groundbreaking ceremony.

Anew "leave one, take one" book
exchange program has been
started in the visitor's lounge of
the Danforth University Center.
Faculty, staff and students are
invited to drop off gently used
paperback fiction and non-fiction
books and also to borrow books
from the new library.
"The visitors lounge, located
near the south entrance of the
building, is such a beautiful

he also funds several annual
scholarships.

Alumni

Cynthia Weese

Representing outstanding
commitment to WUSTL
- from Page 1
(and another two years as ex officio
trustee); a member of the William
Greenleaf Eliot Executive Committee, serving as the National
Patrons chair; and president of the
Eliot Society.
Brown has been especially
supportive of the School of Law.
He is a founding member of its
National Council; co-chaired the
Building Through Strength campaign to build Anheuser-Busch
Hall; and served on many of its
committees. Brown also is a member of the San Diego Regional
Cabinet.
Brown's generosity of spirit and
dedication come as no surprise to
those who knew him as a student.
Before earning a degree in political
science in Arts & Sciences in 1957,
he was active in the Interfraternity
Council, Thurtene Honorary and
Omicron Delta Kappa honorary
society.
He earned a juris doctorate
from the School of Law in 1961, at
which time he began a legal career
in private practice. Brown was '
president and chief executive
officer of ITT Commercial Finance
until Deutsche Bank acquired the
company in 1995. He held the
same positions for the bank's financial services unit until his
retirement. Brown is chairman of
Triad Bancorp.
For his service to Washington
University, Brown received a
Distinguished Alumnus Award
from the School of Law in 1996
and from Arts & Sciences in 2002.
Brown's wife, Pamela Brown,
also is an active volunteer at
WUSTL. Continuing the proud
tradition, two of their sons and two
daughters-in-law are alumni.

Hank S. Klibanoff
Klibanoff has practiced journalism
for 35 years, and during his career
he has held a number of editorial
and management positions in
major newspapers. While he has

space," said Leslie Heusted, assistant director for programming/
marketing at the Danforth
University Center. "We thought
that providing a book exchange
would encourage more people to
use it and enjoy it."
Books can be dropped off at
the north or south information
desks.
For more information, call
Heusted at 935-3964.

Berra

Brown

gained considerable distinction in
these capacities, it was his first
book, published in 2006, that
catapulted him into the national
spotlight. "The Race Beat: The
Press, the Civil Rights Struggle
and the Awakening of a Nation,"
co-written with fellow newsman
Gene Roberts, won the 2007
Pulitzer Prize for history.
The Alabama native came to
WUSTL in 1967 and earned a
bachelor's degree in English in
Arts & Sciences in 1971. He then
earned a masters degree from
Northwestern University's Medill
School of Journalism. As a cub
reporter, Klibanoff covered state
news for newspapers in the
Mississippi Delta region and
along the Gulf Coast.
In the early 1980s, he joined
the Boston Globe as a reporter,
then moved to the Philadelphia
Inquirer. There, Klibanoff served
as its Midwest correspondent,
covering a 12-state region before
moving into a series of editing
positions.
When he left the Inquirer in
2001, he was its deputy managing
editor. Throughout his stint in
Philadelphia, Klibanoff taught
journalism at the University of
Pennsylvania. In 2002, he returned
to the South and was managing
editor of the Atlanta JournalConstitution until earlier this year.
He serves on a number of
boards, including the Associated
Press Managing Editors Association and the John Chancellor
Award for Excellence in
Journalism.

Leslie F. Loewe
Loewe's lifelong relationship with
WUSTL began in 1938, when the
St. Louis native entered as a freshman. He earned a bachelor's

Klibanoff

Loewe

degree in political science in Arts
& Sciences. In 1942, he entered
the U.S. Army, where he served as
a captain. After leaving the Army,
he earned a master of business
administration from Harvard
University.
That same year, he began
another long relationship, this
one with Angelica Corp., the
largest supplier of uniforms to
restaurants, hotels and hospitals
in the United States. By the time
Loewe retired in 1990, he had
served as executive vice president,
then president and chief executive
officer, and finally chairman.
With Loewe at the helm, Angelica
expanded operations in the textile
rental services industry and increased its retail stores to 300.
An interest in supporting the
University's Weidenbaum Center
on the Economy, Government,
and Public Policy grew to include
creating endowed scholarships in
Arts & Sciences and the Olin
Business School. With his late
wife, he also established the Leslie
F. and Carol W Loewe Research
Fund in the School of Medicine.
Their income life gift has been
made in honor of Susan Mackinnon, Ph.D., the Sydney M. Jr.
and Robert H. Shoenberg Professor and chief of the Division of
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery in the School of Medicine.
He is a Life Fellow of the William
Greenleaf Eliot Society.
As a way of motivating giving
to the University, Loewe has
established a $3 million challenge
to match gifts to the Annual Fund
through June 30, 2009. His service to the University includes
membership in the Alumni Board
of Governors. He received a
Distinguished Alumni Award
from Arts & Sciences in 2002.

Loewentheil

Weese

Sanford Loewentheil
After earning a bachelor's degree
in psychology in Arts & Sciences
in 1976, Loewentheil returned to
his native New York and joined
the family business in luxury
home building.
Over the years, his focus shifted to building and developing
affordable housing to the point at
which, in 2007, he co-founded
L&M Development Partners and
became its vice chairman.
The new company has been
successful building and developing mixed-income residential
housing in the New York City
metropolitan area. Its 150-employees have completed more than
$2 billion in construction and
development in more than 8,000
residential units, of which more
than half or owned and operated
by L&M.
His dedication to investing in
communities includes sponsoring
scholarships for at-risk youth; this
has led him to consider ways to
involve his alma mater.
In 2007, he hosted a scholarship seminar in Harlem, whereby
a group of high-school principals,
college advisers and New York
City community leaders met with
a contingent from the University.
The result of that meeting was the
first Harlem student enrolling at
WUSTL with a full scholarship.
Loewentheil hopes to expand this
effort.
A generous alumnus in time
and resources, he serves on the
Arts & Sciences National Council,
is a member of the New York
Regional Council and a Life
Member of the William Greenleaf
Eliot Society.
In addition to two Harlem
student scholarships he supports,

As a former professor and dean of
the School of Architecture in the
Sam Fox School from 1993-2005,
Weese's contributions to WUSTL
are significant and well known;
perhaps not so well known is her
distinguished career as a practicing architect.
She earned a bachelors degree
in architectural sciences in 1962
and one in architecture in 1965,
then worked independently for
several years before joining Joe
Karr & Associates, a landscape
architecture firm, in 1972.
She returned to independent
practice again after a two-year
stint with Harry Weese & Associates. In 1977, she co-founded
the Chicago company of Weese
Langley Weese Architects Ltd.
For the past three decades,
Weese Langley Weese has received prestigious awards for
many of its new building and
renovation designs, most notably
from the American Institute of
Architects (AIA).
Her work also received distinctions, with a number of AIA
design awards, two AIA Distinguished Service Awards and the
Tau Sigma Delta Gold Medal in
Architecture.
Her contributions to the profession include serving as president of AIA Chicago and as vice
president of the national AIA
board. The first female dean of the
University's School of Architecture, she also is a founding
member of Chicago Women in
Architecture and the Chicago
Architecture Club. She was named
a fellow of the AIA in 1991.
During her tenure as dean, she
initiated new programs that enhanced international study, introduced computer technology into
the curriculum and created new
design courses.
In addition, she contributed
to a number of committees,
among them the Sam Fox Arts
Center Executive Committee,
the Campus Planning Committee
and the Buildings and Grounds
Committee.
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otable
Residential life
staff recognized
for its work

Introducing new
faculty members
The following are among the
new faculty members at the
University. Others will be introduced periodically in this
space.
Bruce Carlson, Ph.D., joins
the Department of Biology in
Arts & Sciences as assistant
professor. He has earned bachelor's degrees in biology and
marine sciences from the
University of Miami and a
doctorate in neurobiology and
behavior from Cornell University. Carlson's research
combines electrophysiology,
neuroanatomy, computational
modeling and behavioral
analysis to study information
processing by sensory systems.
His work uses the electrosensory systems of weakly electric
fish from Africa and South
America, for which it is possible to establish direct links
between the physiology of
individual neurons and quantitative characteristics of natural behaviors.
Julia Driver, Ph.D., joins
the Department of Philosophy
in Arts & Sciences as professor.
Driver had been on the faculty
of Dartmouth College since
1999, serving as department
chair from 2002-04. Driver
earned a doctorate from Johns
Hopkins University in 1990.
She specializes in ethics with
particular interests in normative ethical theory and moral
psychology, and she is the
author of "Uneasy Virtue"
(Cambridge 2001) and "Ethics:
The Fundamentals" (Blackwell
2006). Co-editor of The
Journal of Ethics and Social
Philosophy, she received a
National Endowment for the
Humanities fellowship in 2004
and the Lawrence S. Rockefeller Fellowship at Princeton
University's Center for Human
Values in 1992.

Michael King,
University City
police sergeant, 50
A funeral was held Nov. 4 for
University City Police
Sergeant Michael King, who
was killed in the line of duty
Oct. 31. He was 50.
King, who earned a bachelor's degree in political science
in Arts & Sciences from
Washington University in 1980,
was a lifelong University City
resident and 25-year veteran of
the University City Police
Department.
"This is a devastating loss
for the law enforcement community," said WUSTL police
chief Don Strom. "University
Police works closely with the
University City police force,
and University City police
work hard to help keep areas
where many students, faculty
and staff live and work safe. It
was a tragic event for the
University community and the
University City community."
King is survived by his
wife, Susan, and his parents,
M. Kenton King and Julie King
of University City. M. Kenton
King, M.D., served as dean of
the School of Medicine from
1964-1989.

BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

International expedition Gregory P. Magadan, J.D., professor of law, speaks to a group of
25 journalists from around the world Oct. 29 in Seigle Hall.The journalists were visiting
Washington University as part of the U.S. Department of State Foreign Press Center's 2008
Midwest Election Tour. As the first presenter on the tour, Magarian gave an overview of the 2008
presidential campaign and discussed specific election issues such as voting rights and voter
fraud. "It was an experience I will never forget," Magarian said of meeting the foreign journalists.
"To see that level of interest from every corner of the Earth was spectacular, and I am proud to
have been a part of the tour."

Kieff named senior fellow at Hoover Institution
F. Scott Kieff, J.D., professor of
law, has been named a senior
fellow at Stanford University's
Hoover Institution on War,
Revolution and Peace. He joins an
esteemed roster that includes
Nobel Laureates such as Washington University's Douglass C.
North, Ph.D., the Spencer T. Olin
Professor in Arts and Sciences.
An expert on the interface
among technology, law and business, Kieff focuses on entrepreneurship and innovation. Through
Hoover, he directs the Project on
Commercializing Innovation,
which brings together leading

thinkers from around the world to
study the law, economics, business
and politics of innovation. He
previously served as a research
fellow at Hoover.
"Scott's appointment at the
Hoover Institution recognizes his
groundbreaking work at the intersection of legal, technological and
innovative endeavors," said Kent
Syverud, J.D., law school dean and
the Ethan A.H. Shepley University
Professor.
"His ongoing affiliation with
Hoover builds upon the work of
law school faculty engaged in
various interdisciplinary research

partnerships and collaborations,"
Syverud said.
Kieff said he is "excited to be
investing in the synergies Washington University law faculty are
developing with other institutions,
including those with the schools
of medicine and business and in
the St. Louis community in
general."
Kieff also recently received a
courtesy appointment in the
School of Medicine's Department
of Neurological Surgery, where he
serves on the executive committee
of the Center for Innovation in
Neuroscience Technology.

The Missouri College
Personnel Association recognized Tim Lempfert, associate director of residential life, and
the University's Community
Engagement Model during its
annual conference this fall.
Lempfert was given the 2008
Professional Award, while the
Community Engagement Model
won the Innovative Program of
the Year Award.
"I'm honored to receive this
award, particularly as I look at the
amazing individuals who have
won in years past," Lempfert said.
The professional award is
presented to experienced professionals who significantly contribute to student affairs in higher
education, either through specific
accomplishments or through
long-term meritorious service.
Nominees need to have demonstrated superior support of student-related services and programs that enhance the student
experience, benefit the work
environment of colleagues and
advance the university's mission.
In collaboration with students,
faculty and staff, the Office of
Residential Life has recently
developed a Community
Engagement Model designed to
foster interpersonal skills, selfawareness, personal wellness,
diversity awareness and citizenship among resident students.
The model serves as a blueprint
for residential life staff to know all
students by name and story.
"Being recognized by the
Missouri College Personnel
Association for the Innovative
Program of the Year reflects the
University's strong commitment
to supporting student success
both in and out of the classroom,"
said Jill Stratton, associate dean of
students and director of residential academic programs.

Janet Lee Rensing, longtime secretary in political science, 60
BY JESSICA DAUES

Janet Lee Rensing, secretary in
the Department of Political
Science in Arts & Sciences for the
past 20 years, died Oct. 14. She
was 60.
As secretary, Rensing managed
the political science department
chair's schedule, coordinated
department visitors and events
and kept the office running
smoothly.

Rensing worked with many
department chairs, faculty and
students during her tenure and
was especially fond of doctoral
students, said Andrew D. Martin,
Ph.D., professor and chair of
political science.
"Jan enjoyed watching this
group of young people grow up,
get married, start families," Martin
said.
Martin appreciated Rensing's
efforts to keep the political science

offices atmosphere lighthearted
and fun. "She did a really good job
when called on but always kept a
sense of humor," said Martin, who
first met Rensing nearly 15 years
ago as a graduate student. "All of us
in the department viewed Janet as
a true friend."
Born Oct. 19, 1947, Rensing
graduated from Academy of Notre
Dame in Belleville, 111., in 1966.
Before joining the Washington
University staff in December 1987,

Rensing worked as a salesperson
for Lane Bryant and also as a keypunch operator for McDonnell
Douglas, now Boeing Co.
Rensing is survived by sisters
Karen Rensing, an accountant in
the Department of Economics in
Arts & Sciences; Patti Rensing, a
senior accounting assistant in the
Department of Surgery in the
School of Medicine; Jo Anne
Rensing; and Mary Beth Rensing.
A funeral service was held Oct. 18.

George Anselevicius, former dean of architecture school, 85
George Anselevicius, former
dean of the School of
Architecture, died Oct. 2 of injuries suffered during a fall at his
home in Albuquerque, N.M. He
was 85.
Born in Lithuania in 1923,
Anselevicius was sent to England
by his family in 1938. In 1946, he
graduated from the School of
Architecture in Leeds and, the
following year, immigrated to the
United States.
He worked as a designer for
Skidmore Owings and Merrill in
Chicago and Minoru Yamasaki in
Detroit and, in 1949, received his
first teaching job, at Chicago's
Institute of Design.
Anselevicius joined the faculty
in 1957 as an assistant professor

and soon established a practice
with fellow professor Roger
Montgomery, director of architecture's Urban Renewal Design
Center, who would later become
dean at the University of
California, Berkeley. The firm
would receive several design
awards for projects in the area.
In 1959, Anselevicius was
promoted to associate professor
and, in 1962, was made full professor. In 1967, he became acting
dean of architecture and, the
following year, was named dean, a
position he held until 1973.
"It was the period of the student advocacy movement,"
Ancelevicius recalled in a short
memoir published in "Modern
Architecture in St. Louis:

Washington University & Postwar
American Architecture 19481973" (2004). "The school took its
responsibilities to the community
seriously and responded through
work in underprivileged areas."
Initiatives included urban
design research in Missouri and
abroad as well as the Community
Design Workshop and collaborative programs with the schools of
social work and business.
"George was the senior architecture design studio instructor
on faculty and a leading modernist," said Dinos Michaelides, who
served as associate dean under
Anselevicius before succeeding
him as dean. "He also had enormous energy and a sense of humor that served the school well. In

the late 1960s, he would walk
around Givens Hall and loudly
declare that 'If any students want
to take over my office, I'll
surrender!'"
After leaving St. Louis,
Anselevicius served as chair of
architecture at Harvard
University's Graduate School of
Design and later helped establish
the architecture program at the
State University of New York at
Buffalo.
In 1981, he was appointed dean
of the University of New Mexico
School of Architecture and
Planning, retiring in 1993.
Anselevicius was preceded in
death by his wife, Evelyn, an internationally known tapestry artist,
who passed away in 2003.
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Washington People

BY GERRY EVERDING

It has been more than three
decades since Randy J. Larsen, Ph.D., the William R.
Stuckenberg Professor of
Human Values and Moral
Development, completed his
undergraduate studies at Loras
College in Dubuque, Iowa.
But Larsen, chair of the
Department of Psychology in Arts
& Sciences, still grapples with the
psychological issues that confront
the typical college freshman.
This semester, he's co-teaching
a freshman survey class on the
"Psychology of Early Adulthood,"
a new course he developed to help
students gain a better understanding of themselves and the social,
personal and cognitive issues
confronting young adults during
the college years.
"We wanted to put together.a
course that covered what psychology knows about issues of importance to college students," Larsen
says.
"For example, what is going on
with brain development during
these years, and why this is a very
good time to learn as well as a
very bad time to abuse alcohol
and drugs. What do we know
about human memory that is
relevant for accelerated learning
and efficient study methods?
What do we know about social
support and how people make

Randy J. Larsen, Ph.D., chair of the Department of Psychology in Arts & Sciences, meets with third-year
psychology doctoral student Tim Bono. Bono credits Larsen as a central force in his education. "Not
only is he one of the world's most brilliant minds in personality psychology, but he is also one of the
most down-to-earth, supportive and relatable people I have ever met," Bono says. "He is truly one of
Washington University's gems."

Understanding people
treatment center for emotionally
disturbed adolescents who were
wards of the state.
After earning a masters degree
in clinical psychology from
Duquesne University, he worked
for a program that provided crisis
intervention assistance to police
officers responding to calls in
several suburbs around Pittsburgh.
Larsen then pursued doctoral
studies at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign, planning
initially to specialize in social
ecology. By chance, he began
Randy J. Larsen
working with Ed Diener, Ph.D., a
prominent social psychologist,
Hometown: Born in Lake City, Iowa;
then shifting his interests to the
grew up in Glen Ellyn, III.
study of personality.
Diener had taken a yearlong
Education: B.A., psychology, 1976,
sabbatical
to the Virgin Islands
Loras College; MA, clinical
and came back intellectually
psychology, 1978, Duquesne
reinvigorated, with an interest in
University; Ph.D., personality
what makes people happy. Diener
psychology, 1984, University of Illinois
began a series of landmark studies
at Urbana-Champaign
on happiness, or, as it's known in
Hobbies: Traveling, fishing, gardening
the profession, "subjective welland cooking
being." Larsen was happy to tag
along and, in the process, develBooks: "Personality Psychology:
Sparking emotions
oped his own reputation as a
Domains of Knowledge About Human
promising young researcher on
Nature," with D.M. Buss, 3rd edition
Larsen has seen his share of unhuman emotions.
(McGraw-Hill 2007); "The Science of
pleasant moods. He worked his
Last year, Larsen received a
Subjective Well-Being" (Guilford
way through college at Loras by
large National Institute on Aging
2007); "History of the Psychology
driving a hearse for a local funeral
Department at Washington University:
grant for a five-year study of
home. He graduated with a bachemotions in the elderly, which
1924-2006" (Washington University
elors degree in psychology in
offers a nice connection between
2006)
1976 and then spent a year workhis interests and the strong
ing at a Chicago residential
50-year emphasis on aging research within the psychology
department and across campus.
Larsen's research explores how
emotions interact with cognition
to change the way we think. His
research has shown that emotional stimuli, such as threats and fear,
tend to capture our attention and
hold it longer than other stimuli,
which makes sense, he says, in
terms of survival value.
His study will explore whether
this phenomenon allows older
adults to stay attentive to emotional stimuli even as they age.
"We may be hard-wired to pay
more attention to things that
spark our emotions," he says.
Larsen also recently obtained a
training grant from the National
Institute of General Medical
Randy J. Larsen spends time each year vacationing with his family
Sciences designed to encourage
in his wife's native country of Croatia, including this trip last summer interdisciplinary graduate student
to the island of Lopud off the coast of Croatia. Clockwise from left:
training and interaction between
wife, Zvjezdana; son, Tommy, 8; daughter, Ana, 7; and Randy.
psychology, neuroscience and

Larsen studies
the many aspects
of the human
personality

friends and develop relationships?" he says.
"What do we know about how
people find meaning and satisfaction in their work?" he continues.
"What does psychology know
about love and the various challenges to developing loving relationships? These are the kinds of
questions around which we designed the course."
Larsen has spent much of his
career exploring similar questions.
A member of the faculty since
1998 and chair of psychology
since 2004, Larsen has an international reputation for his work on
emotion and personality.
His research on human emotions — primarily in terms of
differences between people — has
yielded new understanding on
such topics as jealousy, attraction,
happiness and strategies for the
self-management of self-esteem.
He is currently interested in mood
regulation and what people can do
to get themselves out of unpleasant moods.

genetics.
"There's some really exciting
research being done now at the
intersection of these three fields,"
Larsen says. "Our psychology
department is well positioned to
ride that wave because of our
close working relationships with
many units around campus involved in neuroscience and genetics research."

Enthusiastic teacher
Larsen says he prefers teaching to
serving as an administrator and
considers his current stint as
departmental chair to be an "occupational hazard," something
that some professors are called
upon to do sooner or later.
He cut back on teaching during his first year as chair but is
now managing to spend more
time in the classroom. He's teaching another undergraduate course
this semester, "Psychology of
Personality," which uses a textbook that he wrote — one that
has been translated into several
foreign languages and widely
adopted at universities around the
globe.
Larsen also teaches a graduate
course on research ethics for
behavioral science, which explores integrity issues in science,
such as respecting the rights of
research participants and the
accurate reporting of scientific
findings.
His freshman course on the
psychology of college students,
which his students now refer to as
the "psych of me" class, is cotaught with Jill Stratton, associate
dean of students and director of
residential academic programs,
and two advanced graduate
students.
"Working closely with Randy
has revealed his commitment to
creativity in the classroom and his
dedication to student learning,"
Stratton says. "He goes above and
beyond in the classroom to engage students with innovative,
cutting-edge research and scholarship. First-year students are
especially fortunate to have the
chance to learn from an international leader in the field of positive psychology."
Larsen and Stratton hope their
course will help students explore
what makes them tick as individuals and how to harness that
knowledge to develop a plan for
success in college and beyond. As
part of that process, they're putting students through a battery of

innovative personality assessment
testing tools, such as measures of
life satisfaction and happiness,
then helping them understand
how the results can be used to
modify their approach to school
and life.
Larsen knows that college years
can be a time of indecision and big
shifts in career plans. He started
college thinking he might become
a veterinarian but changed majors
after a great professor got him
interested in psychology.
"If you're interested in buildings, you study architecture. If
you're interested in stars, you
study astronomy," he says. "I realized I was very interested in people, so I studied psychology."

Outside the classroom
Larsen says some of his greatest
lessons in understanding people
have come through experiences
outside the classroom, especially
the year he spent as a clinical
psychologist riding along with
police officers responding to domestic violence calls, stand-offs
and other altercations.
"My year spent responding to
police emergencies actually prepared me well to be a department
chair," Larsen says. "On many of
those police calls, my job was to
assess a volatile situation, help
people think through their options
and manage their emotions, and
guide them to a realistic course of
action.
"Those are part of the same
skill set that I use everyday as
chair," he says. "I spend a portion
of my time helping faculty, staff or
students solve problems, many
times when they are under some
sort of pressure or emotional
stress."
Larsen is quick to assert that he
has been blessed in assuming the
reins of an extremely well-functioning department, one that has
been set up in an organized way, is
filled with productive and collaborative colleagues and is successful
in the missions of teaching, research and contributions to the
University.
"I would have been a fool to say
no when they asked me to be
chair," he says. "I came in at an
ideal time. We have a remarkably
collaborative team of interesting
people here who are all working
together, all rowing in the same
direction. I inherited a great department, so my main objective is
keep the momentum moving
forward."

